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From the way Mosby's men are dying
off in various parts of the country he must
have had about 50,000.
There is something in a name after all.

The name of Kuropatkin's right hand
man is Lieut.-Gen. Sloutcheffsky, which is
the Russianized form of the American
idea of the whole outfit.

.

The Czar of Russia has vetoed the pro¬
posal to have a responsible Cabinet, like
more advanced nations. The Czar seetns

one of those who find it impossible to
learn anything.
Russia's officials announce that she has

$017,000,000 of free gold still in her treas¬

ury, and does not need a loan. We could
have more confidence in this if the re¬

membrance was not so fresh as to Russia's
official announcements of the number of
troops she had in Manchuria, and the
strength and preparedness of her battle¬
ships at Port Arthur.

The Western same laws appear to be
taking on a vitality for which dealers and
hunters have not been prepared. In Min¬
nesota the Supreme Court has affirmed a

decision assessing $20,000 against two
dealers who were found to have 2,000 wild
ducks in .their possession. They had
brought these over from Iowa to ship t">
Chi«ago. Other indictments are pending,
and there is trouble ahead for everybody
who d:sobeys the game laws.

Scientists tell us that Great Salt Lake
is doomed, and that 50 years from now it
will be only a memory. It has been stead¬
ily diminishing since the arrival of the
white man. Its diminution in depth since
1880 has been 11 Va feet. In 1900, in spite
of great rainfalls, the lake went down
nearly four feet. It is now more than two
feet lower than it was this time last year.
Three causes are assigned for this dimi¬
nution. Each has its ardent advocates.
These causes are evaporation, irrigation
and a subterranean outlet. There are

many who support the subterranean outlet
theory, and think it probable, because of
the neighboring lakes which have under¬
ground outlets. A few years ago a sail¬
ing vessel went down in the lake with 200
sheep oil board, as though in a whirlpool.
Nothing was seen of it or the sheep after¬
ward. The irrigation theory has much
evidence to produce that the fall in the
lake level is caused by the excessive use

of water in irrigation. A number of trib¬
utaries have their water completely side¬
tracked.

Thkre is a strong revival of the plan of
digging a tunnel across Dover Straits from
England to France. The passage by boat
over this narrow arm of the sea is usually
very disagreeable, and brings more sea¬
sickness and discomfort than a trip across
the ocean. The Straits are 20 miles wide,
and with our present enlarged engineering
facilities it is thought that it would not be
a work of extraordinary difficulty to build
a bridge across the Straits or dig a tunnel.
Plans for a bridge were made 30 years ago.
It then involved 300 piers, but it is now
believed that 72 piers would be sufficient.
The cost of th* bridge would be from $140,-
000,000 to $180,000,000. The great ob¬
jection to a bridge is its interference with
navigation. The tunnel will cost much
less.it is estimated to be from $15,000,000
to $50,000,000. The - 'tores on both sides
are chalk, with a thick bed of gray chalk
at the bottom. The gray chalk is easy to
bore, but is firm and solid in its layers.
Underneath the chalk is gray sandstone
and underneath this blue clay. The Straits
are about 105 feet deep; therefore, the tun¬
nel will have to be 325 feet below the sur¬
face. This would require about six and a
half miles of approaches on either side,
making the entire length about 33 miles.
Considering the wealth of the two coun¬
tries. which are in constant communica¬
tion. the cost of the enterprise would seem
trifling.

_

Even if Manchuria becomes a Japanese
province the conditions will be much more
favorable to American commercial enter¬
prise than under Russia. With all of
Russia's favorable, and specious talk,
American traders have always failed inj
Russia. She has shut out trade with
us wherever she could in her possessions,
and has treated those whom she has in¬
vited to settle in Russia with conspicuous
harshness. American goods have mainly
gone into Russia as German or French
manufactures. Germany claims one-third
of all the imports into Russia but many
millions of these are of American origin.
The official statistics for the fiscal year
r.K>2 give us only $9,050,401 as the amount
of our exports to Russia. A conspicuous
illustration of the Russian treatment of
Americans is offered by the experience of
the Westinghouse Airbrake Co. and the
Singer Sewing Machine Co. Both of these
were induced to put up large factories in
Russia, and sent over thousands of skilled
mechanics. Disregarding her promise
to them, Russia proceeded as soon as it
was cunning to do so, to make it so on-
pleasant to the Americans that thej had
to leave their works, to be occupied and
run by Russians. To-day not a single
Americas is employed in any of their
works.

LIE'S STRENGTH AT PBTERBBVKO.
We must apt in take exceptions to Mr.

Swinton's statements in this week's issue.
He places the number of men that Lee
had in the defenses of Petersburg and
Richmond at 37,000. Where he (tot the
information for this statement puzzles us.
Of course, after the war the rebel Generals
minimized their forces to the utmost, but
this is an astonishingly small number for
any reputable authority to state. On the
other hand, we have the authority of Maj.-
(Jen. Andrew A. Humphreys, Chief of
Staff of the Army of the Potomac, and
the Commander of the Second Cori>s, for
placing Lee's number at about double
what Mr. Swinton gives. There can be
no better authority than '.ten. Humphreys.
He was an accomplished soldier in every
way. spared nothing to gain information,
and was exceedingly careful in what he
stated. He has given us the morning re¬

port of the Army of Northern Virginia
for Feb. 20, 1865, which is as follows:
MORNING REPORT OK FEB. 20. 1803, ARMY

OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA.

Longstreet's, First Con>«.Pickett's
Divis'on, 304 officers, 4.701 enlisted men;
Field's Division. 341 officers, 4.430 en¬
listed men; Kershaw's Division, 2<N» offi¬
cers, 2.007 enlisted men; total, 831 otfi-
cers, 12,104 enlisted men. Gordon's, Sec¬
ond Corj**.Evans's Division, Terry's Bri¬
gade. York's Brigade, Evans's Brigade,
2.300 enlisted men; Grimes's Division.
Cox's Brigade. Grimes's Brigade. I>oles's
Brigade. Battle's Brigade. 3,022 enlisted
men; Walker's Division, Twin's Brigade,
Lewis's Br'gade, Lilly's Brigade, 2,202
enlisted men; total. 438 officers. 7.023 en¬
listed men. Hill's. Third Corps.Ma-
hone's Division. !»,220 enlisted men; Heth's
Division, 4,324 enlisted men; Wil¬
cox's Division. 3.383 enlisted men; total.
SOT, officers. 13,307 enlisted men. Ander¬
son's Cori»s.Johnson's Division. 431 offi¬
cers. 0.50T> enlisted inen. Total, 2.<M>3 offi¬
cers. 30.830 enlisted men. Cavalry.W.
If. F. Lee, 1ST* officers, 3.03."» enlisted men;
Fitz Lee. 00 officers, 1.823 enlisted men;
total. 2S1 officers. 5,7<M> enlisted men.
Field Art..Pendleton, 244 officers, 3,133
enlisted men.

This report does not include a great
many important bodies of men whom
everybody knows were present on the 20th
of March. To begin with, there was
Wise's command, fully 2.000 strong. There
were also the troops in the Department of
Richmond, under the command of Lieut.-
Gen. Ewell. Ifow many there were of
these will never l>e known, but we know
that Gen. Custis Lee, who was under the
command of Gen. Ewell, had 2.700 in¬
fantry, March 20, 1863.

Besides these were other regular com¬
mands. and many thousands in more or

less effective organizations of clerks, me¬

chanics, and other employees of the Gov¬
ernment Departments at the rebel Capi¬
tal. There were also considerable bodies
of heavy artillery, and one great effective
force made up of the crews of the rebel
men-of-war. Rosser had a cavalry divi¬
sion. which certainly took part in the de¬
fense at Petersburg. The same is most
likely true of Gary's brigade of cavalry.
humming up all these. Gen. Humphreys

arrives at the conclusion that Gen. I^ce
had. Feb. 20, not leas than 44.300 effec tive
infantry, 5,000 fiield artillery, and 0,000
cavalry. This makes a total of not less
than 33,300 veteran troops, exclusive of
the local militia which was used in the
defenses, the heavy artillery, the naval
forces, and Walker's Brigade. Lee's army
was certainly not diminished any after
Feb. 20, 1863. He foresaw clearly that
the decisive struggle would come as soon
as the weather permitted the Army of the
Potomac to move, and he and the rel>el
Government strained every nerve to get in
all the troops possible to hold Richmond
and maintain the Southern Confederacy.
The Conscripting Bureau was relentless in
bringing in men to fill up the ranks, and
therefore this warrants the belief that Lee
could not have had much less than 80,000
men when the Army of the Potomac broke
camp, March 20, for the final struggle.

This is proved by the number that sur¬
rendered at Appomattox, which was
28,336. This was what was left of Lee's
armj* after the terrible losses which it
sustained in the final break around Peters¬
burg, in the decisive fighting at Sailor's
Creek, Farmville and High Bridge, where
several thousand were captured, and the
many thousands more who in that long
race of 100 miles became discouraged and
deserted. All reports conc-ur in that all the
country between Petersburg and Api»omat-
tox was filled with men of Lee's army, who
saw the futility of any further fighting,
and left the column to make their way
home as best they could. At Sailor's
Creek alone Lee lost 0,000 prisoners, be¬
sides 2,0<K> killed and wounded.
On the other hand, Gen. Grant had on

the night of March 27, the following ef
feetive forces:
Army of the Potomac.

Infantry 60,000
Artillery 6,000
Total 74,000

Army of the James.
Infantry 32,000
Artillery 3,000Cavalry 1J00
Total 36,700Sheridan's Cavalry 13,000
Grand total 124,700

This was not an astonishing preponder¬
ance of forces to assault between 70,000
and 80,000 men, the strongest works ever
constructed, and to head off and capture
them after leaving the works. The won¬
der is that so small a preponderance should
have cut off and forced to surrender as
tuauy as they did.

.

WILL ZVD THE WAR.
As Port Arthur is sure to fall, it would

seem that with the capture of Kuropat-
kin's army or any considerable part of it,
the war will almost certainly come to an
end. The Japanese have had wonderful
successes and shown the most astonishing
capacity for war, but they have also mad*
the most Herculean sacrifices and efforts,
and we all know that they are pretty near
the end of their bank account. Their
money is substantially all gone, and they
have had no success in negotiating a loan
in Europe, where feeling is decidedly
averse to the triumph of the Yellow Man.
They are coming to this country for a
loan, but it is hardly thought that they
will have much better luck than in Europe.
It can therefore be expected that they will
not make too hard terms of peace when
negotiations are opened to that end. The
straiu on Japan's commerce and industry
has been very severe, and patriotic as her
people may be, a relief from that strain
will be very welcome. On the other side,
Russia will have demonstrated to herself
her utter incapacity for prosecuting war
until her whole system is changed and a
different spirit infused into her army and
officials. She will be glad to make peace,
as she was after the Crimean War. With
her administration rotten to the core, she
can hope for nothing bat increased humili-
tion and disasters if tike mr is continued.

NICHOLAS IX., CXAR OF RUSSIA.
"A Russian official," name of course not

given, but showing evidence of an exact
knowledge of Russian affairs, writes an
article for the London Quarterly Review
which has attracted much attention and
comment. He says that Nicholas II. is
much more of a power in his Government
than he is generally credited with being,
but that this power is for the worst.
He is filled to the brim with the idea

of his own greatness and holy mission,
which, with his rather inferior under¬
standing and lack of knowledge, make him
very mischievous in many things and ter¬
ribly dangerous in others. He is very sen¬

sitive to flattery, and surrounded by those
who know how to citke flattery profitable
to themselves. He s constantly saying
things to arouse the world's applause, but
acting entirely in disregard of his benevo¬
lent utterances. For example, he issued
the famous manifesto of March, 1903, or¬

dering the greatest religious tolerance in
his Empire, but which was contradicted
entirely in practice. The Jews have been
massacred by wholesale, Roman Catho¬
lics have been persistently made victims of
all kinds of abuse, repression and Vexa¬
tions. The exercise of their religion has
been embarrassed by strong pressure put
upon them everywhere in ord«*r to force
them into the Orthodox Church.
The Czar not only believes himself to be

Cod's vicegerent on earth, but he takes a

childish delight in miracles, marvels and
the most absurd monkish superstitions.
He keeps a roll of the Russian saints, and
is constantly adding to it those old monks
whose relics have wrought wonderful enres
and surprises.
The advisers to whoni he most listens

nre those who have ideas as to an autoc¬
racy such as prevailed all over Asia a

thousand years ago. Only advisers of that
class are listened to, and the head of them
was the late Von l'hleve, whose influence
led to the massacres of the Jews, the cruel
spoliation of the Armenians, the banish¬
ment of the Finns, the persecution of the
Poles, the exile of Russian nobles, the flog¬
ging of peasants, the imprisonment and
butchery of Russian workmen, the estab¬
lishment of a spy system which extended
to every man's family, etc.. etc.
The men who advocated these principles

consist of a ring of Grand Dukes who
form a secret council, which can nnike or

mar any man's fortunes. They are all in¬
sanely covetous of money and entirely
reckless as to the manner in which they
obtain it. They care nothing for Russia's
good name or faith, in doing whatever
will fill their pockets. Their latest venture
was the lumber concessions on the Yalu,
which more than any other thing preci¬
pitated the war with Japan. Their influ¬
ence has brought things to such a pass
that the solemn promise of an Einbnssador
is not regarded with any significance by
the Foreign Ministers. They may at any
time compel a Minister to dishonor himself
and break all his pledges.

People are now pointing to the resem¬

blance of the Czar to his predecessor,
Paul I, who was born in 1754 and assassi¬
nated in 1801. His lack of education, ego¬
tism and fitful temper made him one of the
most execrable of tyrants. At last he be¬
gan to be positively insane, and a number
of plots were made to assassinate him.
His assassination brought the greatest re¬

joicings to the people of St. Petersburg
and all the Empire generally.

.

RANK STUPIDITY.
The absolute unreason of public feel¬

ing in Russia is strikingly shown by a
leading editorial in the Moscow Gazette,
one of the most influential papers in the
Empire:
"Our great Gen. Suavaroff, when he

fought against the civilized French, often
gave the order 'no quarter' to the troops.
This, which was not cruelty or barbarism,
was a necessity, and now necessity forces
us in this war with the half savage, bar¬
barous nation to adhere to Suavaroff's
rule of 'no quarter.'

"In our war with Japan we are like a
mau attacked by a viper. It is not enougj.
to frighten it and leave it to hide in the
bush. It must be destroyed, and we must
do this without considering whether Eng¬
land and cosmoj»olitan plutocracy object
or not. To burden Russia with thousands
of Japanese prisoners, spreading dysentery,
typhus, and cholera among the Russian
people, might perhaps be in accordance
with humanitarian principles, but would
be very unwise. 'No quarter' and 'no
prisoners' should be our motto."

Nothing could be more preposterous than
this. It shows that the Russians have
not advanced in any degree beyond, the
savage idea* of a century ago, and can
not comprehend that such a course would
bring them the unmeasured denunciation
of the whole Christian world, and place
thern outside the pale of civilization.
Then in practical application "No quar¬

ter" is a game that two can play at. The
prisoners taken so far have been aston¬
ishingly few on either side, but the Jap¬
anese have apparently taken a great many
more than the Russians, and it is not im¬
probable that the bigger part of Kuropat-
kin's Army, as well as the whole of the
garrison at Port Arthur, will aoon be in
the hands of the Japanese.

*

THE COMMISSIONER EMPHATICALLY
DENIES.

Editor National Tribune: There are
newspapers that are circulating the fol¬
lowing statement:
"Commissioner Ware says that if it

were not for the widows of old soldiers
the pension roll would shrink with pleas¬
ing regularity despite the operations of
Order No. 78."

I have not time to notice all of the
mendacity that is leveled at the Pension
Bureau, its operation and myself, but as
the foregoing is bo exceedingly vicious I
take occasion to say that I never thought
or expressed any such sentiment..E. F.
Wakk, Commissioner.

THE beet sugar industry shows a slow,
steady growth. The reports for the year
1908 are now compiled, and they show a
total product of 240,004 tons as ngainst
218,400 tons for 1902, and 184,005 tons
for 1901. There are 53 factories now in
operation, against 43 the previous years.
The prices which farmers received ranged
from $4.50 to $5.00 per ton, the average
being nearly $5. The average gross re¬
turns to the farmers were $42.50 per acre.
The estimated cost of growing beets by
irrigation is $40 per acre, and in sections
where irrigation is not necessary, $30, A
farmer from Otero County, Colo., did the
best. He raised an acre of beets at a cost
of $37.50; the yield was 33 tons, for which
he received $158, his net returns being
about $130. There has been a remarkable
increase in the percentage of sugar in
beets. A few years ago 12 per cent, was
the standard. Lust year the average was
from 15 to 18 per cent

. ?
It is lucky that Manchuria la so big,

or Kuropatkin would be limited in his
proclivity for retreating.

iIBeaafhortyandtheirCbmrades^thttoys
enJohnnyGameHatchingHome.*.i

Copyright 1903 by thk I'ubi.ishkm of Thr National Tbibi'nic.
The Boys Begin £arqest Preparations for
the Grand Review.The Army of the Poto¬
mac's Day.
All the available cainpiug ground im¬

mediately around Washington, especially
on the south side of the Potomac, had
been camped over so much that it was not
an attractive abiding place for soldiers.
The alert Adjutant, however, caught on to
a plot of ground that had been a brigade
headquarters, and hustled the 200th Ind.
on to it, while the other Adjutants and
Quartermasters of the other regiments
were wandering around, swearing at the
general badness of the locality. Thus, as
usual, the regiment fared better thau its
comrades, owing to the foresight of its
officers. The good men who made up the
20fHh Ind. had the good luck to have good
officers. It makes all the difference in the
world.
A regiment of the best men could be

speedily ruined by bad officers, except that
good men will not usually stand poor offi¬
cers very long. On the other hand, good
officers can make a fine regiment out of
quite unpromising material. Fortunatelyfor the country, the average of both men
and officers in every regiment was high.There were always some, however, that
were better than others.

After making camp, Co. Q held one of
its usual impromptu mass-meetings, to
consider the situation.
Monty Scruggs was beginning a career

of extended political usefulness by con¬
stituting himself the Permanent^ Chairmanof these Committees of the Whole, and
trying to run them according to Jefferson's
Manual. lie took his pipe out of his
mouth, when the boys had all gathered
around with their pipes, and "stated the
object of the meeting" with all due dig-
nity.

"Friends, and fellow-citizens," he l»e-
gan. "I know that we're not yet citizens,
but the time is so near at hand when we
shall be. that we had better begin prac¬
ticing on the word, so that we shall not
appear to be awkward when we shall beat
our swords into plowshares and our bay¬
onets into pruninghooks and mingle once
more with the honest yeomanry of the
country in perfect freedom ami equality.'

"Well. Monty, you may be calculating
to go back to Injianny and mingle with
those old Copperheads on perfect equal¬
ity," interrupted Si. "Confounded if I am.
I'm going to let every one of them under¬
stand that a man who opposed the war,
and helped the rebels, oughtn't ^to be al¬
lowed to even live in the country."
"Same here," echoed Shorty. "No equal¬

ity with them for me."
"The sight of yon massive marble build¬

ing," continued Monty, pointing to the
Capitol, "where the1 chosen Representa-Jfives of the people sit making the laws
which govern us, inspires me with.in¬
spires me with"

"O. yes, inspires you with the hope that
you'll get there yourself some day." broke
in Shorty. "Well, you may. No telling
what may happen 1/y the time you get
bald-headed and pussy. A gift of gab'11
carry a man almost anywhere in this
country."

"Inspires me with a full sense of the
opportunities of citizenship in this glorious
free country, and I long to"

"O, cheese that spread-eagleism. Monty,
and get down to business," brok*» in Si.
"We've no time to waste. Save that for
some other time." *

'The gentleman from Bean Blossom
Creek very properly admonishes me that
time passes, and we have urgent business
to transact," said Monty, with the perfect
composure of a trained politician. "'I he
object of this meeting is to consider the
crisis with which we are face to face. It
is incumbent upon us, who have been shar¬
ing berths with the South Carolina alli¬
gators and swapping holes with the North
Carolina muskrats. to fetch up sharply
against the snubbing-post of the Army
Regulations, and make a show for old
Indiana against the dandiest army that
ever took the field. Now, are we going to
do it?"
"Of course we are." yelled all the rest.

"What's the use of asking such a fool
question?"

"I anticipated that earnest response,
my prospective fellow-citizens," continued
Monty, in his best stump-speech manner,
"and only ask^d my question to call it out.
Now its our move, and the gravity of the
situation calls for the liveliest hustle since
the days the dogs were after us at Ander-
sonvill'e. The Army of the Potomac has
been most of the time right here in sight
of Washington and of the President and
Congress, where they have had to wear
their good clothes and company manners.
We haven't. We've been doing a thousand-
mile stunt in a glorious get-there, where
whole States lay between wash-days, and
the length of the Confederacy between
inspections and reviews. We removed the
soil of the road from Atlanta in the wa¬
ters of Savannah, and when we next
laundried our shirts the clay of South Car¬
olina made a bar in the Neuse River.
While the Army of the Potomac has been
associating with Presidents. Senators,
Representatives and Major-Genera Is, we
have been keeping company with the
things that crawled in the mud of the
earth, or swain in the waters under the
earth. Consequently, we are at a great dis¬
advantage. Fortunately, pay-day has
shone upon us with its soul-cheering
beams, and the most of the money we laid
up because the Paymaster hadn't rubber
boots, and didn't like to wade nohow, Is
now in our pockets. If anything beats the
number of saloons around here it's the
sutler shops and the clothing stores. The
Army of the Potomac seems to have di¬
vided its time, when off duty around
Washington, between buying drinks and
glad rags. Now the object of this meet¬
ing is to consider how, with the means at
our disposal, we can make the okl Two
Centuries put up a show equal to that of
more favored Njetion*.I mean regiments.
The Chair is ready to entertain a motion.

"I move," said AU Russell, "that while
we are cleaning up our guns and accou-
termeuts. a Committee, to be appointed by
the Chair, shall scout around among the
regiments of the Army of the Potomac,
to see what they are doing in the way of
getting ready, and bring us back points.
The rest of us will clean up the Commit¬
tee's guns and1 accouterments while they
are absent on this dhty. Do I hear a sec¬
ond?"
Everybody seconded with a yell.
"The motiou of the distinguished mem¬

ber of the medical fraternity from Slip¬
pery Elm Township "is so unanimously ap¬
proved that the Chair does not think it
necessary to put the vote, and it will be
considered as ordered," said Monty. "The
chair appoints as that committee Harry
Joslyn and Alf Russell.Harry to go to
the right and Alf to the left, and hurry
back as soon as they have secured ade¬
quate information."

"Don't anybody touch my gun and ac¬
couterments," said Harry Joslyn. as he
started off. "I'll put the finishing
touches on them myself."

"Afraid you'll find my gun rather rusty,boys," said Alf. "I'm glad to get rid of
the job of cleaning it up. I've had to be
with the ambulance ever since we left
Fredericksburg."
Though it waa new and different! the

work done by the boys for the next few
days was as patient, persistent and hard
as any since they had been in the service.
Guns, bayonets and ramrods were pol¬ished to silvery brightness. Gnnstocks

were rubbed down with fine sandpa per,oiled, rubbed down again with newspapers,and then by the bars hand. Numbers, let-
ters and beltplates were burnished to
golden brightness. The dealers la the

shanty stores made enormous profits on
the demands for blacking, brushes, sand-
paper, emerypaper, oil, rotteu stone, tine
woolen shirts, paper collars and cuffs, but¬
terfly neckties, white gloves, etc., etc.
Harry and Alt made frequeut excur¬

sions to the other regiments, and returned
each time with budgets of news.

"Here's a couple of Washington tail¬
ors," said Harry, coming up with two
white-faced civilians, "who've beeu alter¬
ing the set of the pantaloons for a com¬
pany over there, and giving them the right
spring. They've got through, and will do
ours for 25 cents a-piece."

"All right. Let them set to work," said
Monty.

AT THE DBA

"One of the regiments down there is
scrubbing its canteen straps," reported
A If.
"Good idea," answered Monty. "We'll

scrub ours."
"The cavalry over there, of Custer's Di¬

vision. are all going to wear new red neck¬
ties," reported Harry. "But none but men
of that division will be allowed to wear
them.

N\ liy didn't we think of gettiug up
something like a corn tassel, or a bunch of
wheat ears to wear for Indiana?" sor¬
rowed Monty.
"Or bitf red acorns for the Fourteenth

Corps?" added Harry.
"Well, it's too late now," said Monty.
"One of the regiments over there has

got new McClellan caps for every man,"
reported Harry again.

"We'll all wear low-crowned black
slouch^ hats," decided the Committee of
the Whole, when the question was put to
them. Si and Shorty took their arms and
accouterinents to the boarding house,
where they could have the society and help
of their wives preparing for the great
event.

Here, boys, I've got four fine seats for
you and your wives," said the Adjutant,
comin»r in on the evening before Tuesday,
May 2.'i, the day set for the review of the
Army of the Potomae. "They are on a
stand in Lafayette Park, directly in front
of the President's. Best place along the
line to see everything. They belonged to a
friend of mine, who had no end of trouble
to get them, but who has been called away
by the sickness of his father."

"Adjutant, you're laying up a big pile
where the moths don't corrupt, nor thieves
break through and steal," said Shorty,
thinking of the text of the sermon he had
heard the day before."

"Will!" said Maria reprovingly.
The great day dawned in a beauty that

can be only found in Washinton weather
when Nature sets out to do her best. The
brightness was tempered by a coolness
which made it perfect for men to march.
The audience was worthy of the day

and the event. People had gathered from
all over the country to witness the grand
pageant of peace. They packed the long,
broad avenue from the White House to
the Capitol, until, outside the wide space
reserved for the marching column, there
was not a foot of ground for another man
to stand upon. 1 he cross streets, sloping
down from the higher ground of F street,
were similarly crowded, wherever there
was a chance to see. Stands were built
over the circles, triangles and other vacant
spaces along the Avenue, and they, like the
roofs and windows, were crowded.

Flags flew everywhere. The public build¬
ings were dressed in a wreath of bunting,
and the business and private houses vied
with them in their display of glad colors.
It was the season of flowers. Washington
has more flowers than any other city in
the world, and loyal hands and Ifearts had
been busy in heaping them wherever they
would gladden the sight.
The names of the great victories which

the soldiers had won were painted on
"'rips of muslin stretched on prominent
buildings, and across the spacious front
of the great Capitol was a great inscrip¬
tion reading:
"The Only National Debt We Can Never
Pay is the Debt We Owe to the Vic¬
torious Union Soldiers."

I The seats of the boys and their wives
were all that the Adjutant had said. Be¬
fore them, across the Avenue was the
President's stand, a mass of bright bunt¬
ing, with the severe beauty of the White
House in the background. On either side
of the President's stand were others for
the Supreme Court, Congress, the Diplo¬
matic Corps, Governors of States, etc.
Next to Si sat a one-armed soldier, who

was a Senate employee, and apparently
knew everybody. He took to Si and Shorty
at once, still more so when he learned that
they were Western soldiers, and from In¬
diana, and was at pains to point out and
explain everything to them.

"There's the President, now, coming
into his seat," he said, pointing to a heavy-
cheeked, cleanly-shaven man, whom they
recognized at once from his pictures in the
papers. "That's old Andy. There's Grant
right beside him, and that clean-shaven
man in naval uniform Is Admiral Farra-
gut. The one with the heavy black whisk¬
ers is Admiral Porter, and the one with
glasses is Commodore Worden, the Moni¬
tor hero. His eyes were nearly put out by
the shot that struck the Monitor's pilot
house. Next to them ia Admiral Dahl-
gren. That finest-looking man in the whole
crowd, he with the mustach and goatee, is
Gen. Hancock, my old commander. I be¬
longed to the Second Corps. We think
Hancock the greatest soldier that ever
lived, and he ought to have had command
of the Army of the Potomae. And there's
the Cabinet The short man with the
heavy black whiskers and glasses is Sec¬
retary Stanton, and the one with the long
white whiskers, and his hair in a curlique
topknot, is Gideon Welles, the Secretary
of the Navy. They're all there, except
Secretary Seward, who has not got well

enough of his wounds yet to be oat You
can see him sitting over there at his
window."
He pointed through the elms to a large,

plain brick house on the east side of
Lafayette Square.

"There, see that man sitting at the win¬
dow, all covered with bandages, and with
a crutch at his side? That's Secretary
Seward. And there's the Supreme Court,"
continued the one-armed man, returning
to the stands across the street. That niag-
niticent looking man sitting iu front of all
the rest with the clean-shaven face, and
look of no-end of wisdom, is Chief Jus¬
tice Chase. My, but I wish I had as many
dollars as he wants to be 1'resident. Hut
he'll never get there. Grant's to be the
next President, and after him Sherman,
and George Meade, and Haucock, and
Phil Sheridan."

"I*ook here, where does Pap Thomas
come in?" asked Si, tiring up a little. "He
ought to be in there, next to Grant and
Sherman. There's where he Iwlongs all the
time."

"Well, probably we'll have to let the
Republican Convention have something to
say about that," laughed the man. "Gen.
Thomas would suit me clear down to the
ground, but I'd naturally like to have Gen.
Hancock get an early chance to show
whether he can run a country as well as
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he can a Corps. But listen to the bugles.It's just 9 o'clock. They're prompt."
"Everything military lias got to start

on the dot nowadays," said Si. "Very
different from what it was when we first
went out. Then 6 o'clock lasted till 7
o'clock"
"Or any old time in the forenoon," in¬

terrupted Shorty.
"But when old Sherman said 6 o'clock

you'd better be getting started at half-
past 5."
The tremendous wave of cheering, ming¬

ling with a flood of stirring marching airs
which rolled up the Avenue toward them
stopped all conversation. They all turned
to watch for the appearance of the head
of the column around the Treasury De¬
partment.

Marching up imperial Pennsylvania Ave¬
nue from Capitol Hill, constantly grow¬
ing greater and more imposing as brigade
after brigade left its position on a side
street, and wheeled into column, was the
mightiest engine of human power that the
w«»rld had ever seen.

Seventy-five thousand men, in the very
prime of their youthful strength, trained,
developed, and hardened into peerless
veterans by four years of the mightiest
battling since the sword began to devour,
swept up the Avenue in a great Missis¬
sippi of armed force. They filled the wide
Avenue from curb to curb with ranks in
perfect alignment, with step cadenced as
regular as a pendulum, every man iu the
place to which years of discipline had
made natural to him.the whole miles-
long mass moving with a rhythmical swing
and motion as if one brain and one set of
nerves controlled every motion and swayed
every limb. Never had there been a bet¬
ter-knit army. Never one whose whole
strength could be instantly hnrled in con¬
centrated power upon a given objective.
As an effective war machine. Napoleon
never commanded its peer, and the famed
Roman legions were raw recruits in com¬
parison.
The spectators on the Avenue looked

along the long, broad river of steel, rising
and falling in flashing waves, with wonder
that was too deep for words. It was more
overpowering than Niagara, the ocean, or
a storm at sea.

It was something superhuman.
Only when the people from a State,

usually gathered in groups, would recoguize
the shot-tattered flag of one of their own
glorious regiments, and break forth into
almost hysterical cheers, would their emo¬
tions find expression.

"Hello, there's Gen. Meade, now," ex¬
claimed the one-armed veteran, bis long
expectancy breaking into enthusiasm as
the first horseman at the head of the col¬
umn came into view around the corner of,
the Treasury grounds. "There's the grand¬
est soldier that the Lord ever made. Hip
.hip.hooray for the Hero of Gettys¬burg."

Everybody joined in the enthusiastic
cheering.

Gen. Meade, thin, rigid, spectacled, with
beard beginning to bleach, relaxed his
severe face, lifted his hat, and bowed
courteously to the distinguished occupants
of the stands, then rode on with martial
stiffness past the President, saluted cere¬
moniously, and a little farther on dis¬
mounted, handed his reins to an Orderly,
and ascended the President's stand, where
he was cordially greeted by every one.

Behind the headquarters guard came a
mounted band, playing a wild fanfare of
trumpets, and the street was suddenly
filled with flashes of yellow, from wave
after wave of mounted men, swinging
around the corner in platoon front. At
their head, behind the yellow headquar¬
ters banner of the Second Cavalry Divi¬
sion, rode the youthful Maj.-Gen. Wesley
Merritt, as erect, as calm, as sedate, but
as alert, watchful and ready as he had
been on a score of battlefields, where he
had won his way from the modest bar of
a First Lieutenant to the double stars of
a Major-General. He and his command
were not as spectacular as the Third Divi¬
sion and its commander, but were every
whit their equals upon the field of battle.
The cheering became a deafening roar

as the crowd recognized the yellow-haired
Custer at the head of the Third Cavalry
Division. His heavy yellow mane reached
nearly to his shoulders; he was almost
covered with flowers presented by admirers
along the route, and he was riding a pow¬
erful, spirited horse that grew more res¬
tive constantly from the wild yells of the
crowds. As he turned the corner of the
Treasury the horse became frantic, and
dashed wildly up the Avenue, past the
President's stand, disorganizing the well-
aligned ranks of the Second Division. Any
but a perfect horseman of perfect nerve
would have lost his seat. Custer lost his
hat, but did not drop a flower, until he re¬
gained control of the steed, and rode back
to his place amid wilder cheering than
over.

Following the cavalry came the Ninth
Corps."Burnside's Geography Class,
which had begun its career with one of
our first encouraging successes.the cap
tare of Roanoke Island, had fought at

South Mountain and Antietam, and them
gone down the Mississippi to help Grant
take Vicksburg. Next it was fightingLongstreet in East Tennessee. ana then
returned to the Army of the Potomac for
the bloody year of fighting from the Rapl-dan to the Appamattox.

"That's Gen. Parke, yon see there, rid¬
ing behind the Ninth Corp* banner, with
the crossed cannon and anchor,** said the
one-armed veteran. "He's an engineer of¬
ficer, steady, reliable as the day ia long.No frills, no newspaper flim-flam about
"Fighting John," but he's there everytime, nnd to stay. That officer command¬
ing the First Division is (Jen. O. B. Will-
cox. another fine soldier, who went out as
Colonel of the 1st Mich., and was wound¬
ed and taken prisoner at the first Bull
Bun. The Second Division is commanded
by Gen. S. S. Griffin, and the Third byGen. John G. Curt in, both good soldiers,who won their stars in the field.
"Now, now you're going to see soldiers,and no mistake," continued the veteran,with excitement, as a flag bearing the glo¬rious Clover I^eaf came around the corner."Here comes the immortal old SecondCorps, the greatest soldiers that ever lived.See that Major-General riding at thehead? That's Gen. Humphreys. There's

a soldier for you. Not as imposing and
magnetic as Gen. Hancock, more scholarly,quiet and reserved, but a soldier and agentleman to the last drop of his blood.The Second Corps thinks him and Han¬cock the two greatest soldiers in the army,and the very best men. That man com¬manding the First Division is Gen. JohnBamsey, who went out in a New Jerseyregiment, and got his stars for gallantry.That commander of the Second Division isGen. Francis C. Barlow, a New York
man.^ who went out as private in the 12thN. Y.. and was shot all to pieces. Whenhe lost his leg at Gettysburg, when* he
was left for dead, he wrote to the girl he
was engaged to, releasing her, because hocould not expert her to marry a cripple.She wrote back that as long as there wasenough of him left to hold his soul sheintended to marry him. Wasn't thatfine?"
"What else was there for a decent girlto say?" asked Maria. "She couldn't hav«bad a speaking acquaintance with herselfafterward if she'd done auy different to a

man who had l»een wounded in the defenseof his country."
"And there's solid old Gershom Mott,commanding the Third Division," contin¬ued the veteran. "Gershom isn't a greatsoldier, but the Second Corps loves himall the same. Hooray.three cheers and

a tiger for the Second Corps."Now we have the Fifth Corps," con¬tinued their friend, but with less enthu¬siasm. "The Fifth Corps's a great Corps,too. Of course, 1 wouldn't belong to anyother than the Second Corps, but if I hadto belong to any other I don't knowwhether I would choose the Fifth or theSixth. The Sixth won't be here to-day.They've left it down in Virginia in caseof accidents. Too bad that Warren isn'triding at the head of the Fifth Corps. Heis a great soldier, of the (Jen. Humphreyskind, but he and Gen. Sheridan couldn't
get along together, and Sheridan treatedhim mighty badly, I think. So does ev¬erybody in the Fifth Corps. If yon want
a fight, just say something against War¬
ren to a Fifth Corps man. He'll jump
you, if he isn't bigger'n a day's rations atthe end of a long march. But that's a
very good man in command of the Corps.Charley Griffin. We know him when he
was only a Captain commanding a battery,and a mighty good battery it was. too.
That man riding at the head of the First
Division is (Jen. Joshua Chamberlain, of
Maine, a preacher, college professor, and
so on, but a first-class fighting man, and
don't you forget it. That man commandingthe Second Division is Gen. B. B. Ayrea.He was with us. too, when he was only a
battery Captain, and we were alwayamighty glad to have his battery around.
It was good company in a fight. The
commander of the Third Division is Gen.
S. S. Crawford, who got in some fine work
at Gettysburg. He was an Assistant Sur¬
geon in Fort Sumter when the rebels fired
on it. Well, this seems to be the end. I
declare I've sat still here so long that I
feel as if I was stuck into this pineboard."

"Well, of all things,*' said Si, "if It
ain't 4 o'clock. We've been here seven
long hours. I never knew time to pass so
quickly. I don't believe a soul stirred out
of the crowd anywhere. They shouldn't.
Great Day, hasn't it been too wonderful.**

(To be continued.)

ANOTHER RUSSIAN DEFEAT.
The reverse which the Bussians suf¬

fered in the fighting at Simoucheng seems
to have been one of the severest that they
have yet experienced. The Japanese made
an attack upon two widely-separated
passes, covering the Bussian left flank and
the approach to the railway, and after
two days succeeded in carrying both places.
As usual the Bussians were in strong posi¬
tions, which they had fortified, but were
driven from them by direct and flank at-
tacks. Apparently Gen. Ivuropatkin had
notice of the likelihood of this, because the
Japanese had been advancing toward these
posts for several days, but he neglected
to reinforce them either before or during
the fighting. This implies inability to
make headway in any way against the
Japanese advance. The reports, as usual,
reveal some features and discrepancies
that are difficult to understand. Both the
Bussian aud Japanese reports say that the
positions were very difficult by nature, and
they were strongly fortified, and that
direct frontal attacks were made upon
them. The Japanese report that their
casualities were 800, of which 194 were
killed and 606 wounded. They buried 700
of the enemy's dead and captured eight
field gunj^ many rifles, aud a considerable
amount of ammunition and commissary
supplies. They also captured eight officers
and 149 men. It is impossible for any¬
body familiar with war to understand how
the assailants, upon a fortified position,
eacaped with a loss of only 194 killed and
606 wounded, while inflicting a loss of
700 upon their enemy, who were sheltered
behind intrenchmeots. The small number
of Bussians captured is also astonishing.
only 146.and is incomprehensible for an
engagement of such magnitude, in which
the enemy was driven from his position.
There would have been that number cap¬
tured in the hospitals, to say nothing of
stragglers. There is only one explanation
of this; that is, that the battle was fought
at such a long distance tliat when the
Bussians retreated the Japanese could not
even come up with the stragglers. This
victory makes the position of Geu.
Kuropatkin anywhere south of Mukden ab¬
solutely untenable, and increases the prob¬
ability that he will not be allowed to make
good his retreat to Mukden.

Some feeling has developed in conse¬

quence of a change in the management of
the Ohio Soldiers' aud Sailors' Orphans*
Home at Xenia. At the meeting of the
Board of Trustees Comrade James L.
Smith, of Cleveland, was elected Superin¬
tendent to succeed Geu. Charles L. Young,
who has held that position for a great
many years. Gen. J. Warren Keifer and
Dr. H. C. Houston were opposed to tho
change, and upou its being made resigned
from the Board.

Judge Parker has resigned his place
as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of
New York, and now, for the first time in
30 years, is a private citisen. The step
was taken after a consultation with hi*
colleagues on the bench as to the ethics c
the situation.


